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The deadline for lodging reservations at General 
Conference is very near at hand—June 1. If you do not 
have a reservation form, ask your pastor for.one or write 
to the Convention Director. 
Some people who have sent in lodging and meal 
requests have failed to indicate their travel plans. Please 
send this information to Paul Hostetler as soon as you can 
regardless of how you plan to travel. 
The first business session of Conference is on Saturday, 
July 1, at 3:30 p.m. Registration times are on Friday 
evening, June 30, f rom 7 to 8, Saturday morning f rom 8 to 
9:30, and from noon until 3 p.m. This registration will 
include: lodging, meals, tickets for the pageant, signing up 
fo r w o r k s h o p s , and r e g i s t r a t i o n as m e m b e r s of 
Conference. All registration will be in the main lobby of 
the Eisenhower Campus Center. 
Registered people in attendance, whether General 
Conference Members or not, will receive an attractive 
anniversary badge to wear throughout the Conference. 
Most people asking for pageant reservations have 
selected Tuesday night. These have been granted to all who 
live 50 miles or more from Gran tham. After June 1, 
reservations for Tuesday evening are open to all. Those 
who live within the 50-mile radius and who have made 
Tuesday night their first choice, will be contacted after 
June 1 only if it is possible to change the reservation to 
Tuesday night. 
Keep in mind that the pageant t ime on Tuesday night 
remains at 7 p.m., but the times on Thursday and Friday 
nights have been changed to 8 p.m. 
The Messiah College campus is near numerous tourist 
at tractions. Informat ion on these will be included in the 
packets given to Conference Members . Why not arrange 
to make your trip to General Conference part of a more 
extended vacation trip as many other families are doing? 
(More Conference information on page six). 
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2 Evangelical Visitor 
Editorial 
Upon Reflection 
I was one of the 120 million who watched at least a part 
of Holocaust . The week before I saw CBS's 60 Minutes 
documentary on terrorism. 
To witness either one was t raumatic . To have seen both 
left me a bit numb. I can understand the impulsive and 
passionate response to anger or fear. It is the calculated, 
impassionate inhumanity of torture and killing that I find 
incredulous. 
It is difficult to understand and reconcile the contradic-
tory nature of man. Created in the Divine image, man had 
retained elements of this image. He is capable of tender 
emotions and noble aspirations. He is the creator of 
beauty of sound and form; the discoverer of life-saving 
drugs and the explorer of land and sea and space. 
The psalmist reflects this side of man ' s nature when he 
wrote: 
Wha t is man, that thou art mindful of him? 
Or the son of man, that Thou visitest him? 
For thou hast made him a little lower than the 
angels, 
And hast crowned him with glory and honor. 
(Psalm 8:4, 5) 
But there is another side of man. In spite of his Divine 
image he is flawed at the center. Proud and rebellious he 
refuses to honor his Creator . Selfish, he lives in alienation 
and at odds with his fellow man. Much of human history is 
a record of struggle for power and of man ' s inhumanity 
to man to attain or thwart this power. Each page of history 
seems to be written in human blood. 
Even in the common pursuits of life and the day-to-day 
relationships man reflects the contradictory nature of his 
being. Capable of tenderness and kindness he, at another 
t ime or in another sector of his life, will be self-seeking and 
vindictive. 
With these random observations as a background, let 
me share some of my reflection on all of this. 
A realistic view of man must take into account both his 
glory and his shame. Any explanation of the human 
problem which fails to take into account sin and man 's 
sinfulness is inadequate. Solutions offered which ignore 
man ' s fallenness will surely fail. 
In our training of children and our nurture of youth we 
need to reckon with this truth. In our understanding of 
salvation and conversion we must keep this in mind. Our 
preaching and our counselling have to take this into 
account . Sin is more than unacceptable behavior. It is a 
flaw at the center of man ' s being that is self-centered and 
self-seeking. 
"Where sin abounded grace did much more abound." 
The reponse to man ' s fallenness has been Divine interven-
tion. The good news is that God has decisively intervened 
in the cross and the resurrection. The latest news is that he 
continues to intervene as the Holy Spirit convicts man of 
his sinfulness and t ransforms him into the image of Christ. 
The facets of this divine grace are many and varied. We 
see them in forgiveness and reconciliation; in sanctification 
and a new creation. Man is changed at his center. His sins 
are forgiven. The rebel becomes a loyal subject. 
Let us not be overly impressed with pious and orthodox 
phrases. Sin is incredibly subtle. Unfortunately, among 
those who stress piety and contend for orthodoxy and 
whose personal morality is above reproach, the more 
subtle and equally devasting forms of sin exist in prejudice, 
pride, misplaced loyalties, and lack of compassion. Our 
understanding of sin needs to be subject to the words and 
example of Christ who is both our Savior and Lord. 
It could all happen here. I found in Erik Dorf, the 
government bureaucrat, a fascinating and terrifying por-
trayal. He was of ordinary ability, capable of rationaliza-
tion, and motivated by a desire for security and position. 
These qualities, along with his middle-class values of love 
for family and a nominal faith, produced a character that 
haunts me still. I have to ask what I would have done in 
Hitler 's Germany. I wonder what my neighbors and the 
residents of our rural midwestern community would have 
done. What would the readers of this editorial done? 
One of the factors which supported the emergence of the 
Protestant Reformation was the decline of the Holy 
Roman Empire (which some wag has said was neither 
holy, Roman, nor an empire) and the rise of stronger 
national states. By the sixteenth century the national rulers 
of the states which made up the Empire were asserting 
their ties with Rome. 
Some of these rulers found it politically advantageous 
to support the Reformation and thus aid in breaking their 
ties with Rome. The faith of the ruler became the faith of 
the nation. This caused the church, Catholic or Protestant , 
to see in the state a support for its own existence. To aid 
the prince or the king was to further God 's work. 
In Canada and the United States this unscriptural 
marriage of church and state has been officially dissolved. 
Although the marriage has been dissolved we need to be 
alert to the loyalties which the state presumes to have and 
which many Christians assume as well. To assume that 
what happened in Germany could not happen here is to 
deny the reality of the demonic; to ignore human sin-
fulness, and the historic, uncritical loyalty that men have 
given the state. 
Let our economy go to pieces with inflation rampant 
and unemployment high; let crime and unrest make both 
our streets and our homes unsafe; let special interests 
paralyze our government; and then let a man emerge 
with charisma and promises and the power of the media at 
his disposal. 
If he is like Hitler or Mussolini or Franco he will call 
upon the church and all good Christians to support him in 
his efforts to restore order and bring stability and 
eliminate the enemies of the state. Unless Christians are 
true salt and light it could happen here. Do we think that 
the Germans are greater sinners than we? 
Such would be a time to try men's souls. This would be 
the occasion to discover who is the Christ ian's Lord. 
Maybe I watched too much television the other week. 
Perhaps I am too impressionable and unduly concerned. 
But when history confirms what the Bible says about the 
power of evil and the nature of man, it seems to me that it 
is the better part of wisdom to be alert and discerning and 
to determine what it means to call Christ, Lord. Z 
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The Cross and Pentecost 
T. A. Hegre 
The annual observance of the Feast 
of Tabernacles in Jerusalem was the 
most festive of all the Jewish holidays. 
It generated so much happiness that 
the Jews used to say that anyone who 
had not been to this feast had never 
really seen joy. On the final day of this 
celebration there was a special com-
memorat ion of the smiting of the rock. 
The temple was built on the top of 
Mount Moriah . Below the mount was 
the Pool of Siloam, which was fed by 
an underground stream. On this last 
great day of the feast a procession of 
priests would make the short trip to 
the pool with golden ja rs upon their 
shoulders. Each would fill his vessel 
f rom the waters and turn about and 
make his way back up the inclined 
slope to the temple, while the crowds 
of worshippers watched. Then, amidst 
a swelling chorus of voices singing 
Psalms, the waters would be emptied 
out upon the sacrifice. A great shout of 
Hosanna would echo through the 
sacred place. Isaiah's great invitation 
would sound f rom every lip, " H o , 
everyone that is thirsty, come and 
dr ink ." And for one awesome moment 
eyes would widen, hearts would skip a 
beat, and a delightful sense of expecta-
tion would well up within the souls of 
the throng. This was the moment when 
Messiah might appear! 
And appear he did! 
At that precise time in the grand 
festivities the strong voice of Jesus 
rang through the holy complex of 
buildings. " I f any man thirst, let him 
come unto me and drink. He that 
believeth on me, as the scripture hath 
said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of 
living waters!" 
Why did Jesus pick this particular 
day to make His breathtaking offer? 
To understand that we must first 
understand the significance of the 
commemora t ion of the smitten rock. 
The seventeenth chapter of Exodus 
tells the story. 
The Jews, en route from Egypt to 
the Promised Land, had run out of 
water. They immediately began to 
complain. So, God instructed Moses 
Reprinted from Message of the Cross, 
Copyright by Bethany Fellowship, Minneapolis. 
Mn. Used by permission. 
to take his rod and strike a particular 
rock. He did so, and immediately 
water gushed forth. Every parched 
throat felt the cool refreshment. Every 
thirst was satisfied. But God was doing 
far more than slaking the thirst of a 
grumbling crowd. He was acting out a 
vivid demonstrat ion of a future event. 
The rock was a symbol of Christ (I 
Cor. 10:4). The smiting of the rock 
was a symbol of Christ 's suffering and 
death on the cross. The flowing water 
was the perfect picture of the pouring 
out of the Holy Spirit from the hand 
of the glorified Messiah. The apostle 
Peter grasped these meanings clearly. 
He said to the crowds on Pentecost, 
"Being by the right hand of God 
exalted, and having received from the 
Father the promise of the Holy Ghost , 
he hath shed forth this, which ye now 
see and hear" (Acts 2:33). 
Since the symbolism was so un-
mistakable, the timing could not have 
been better, nor the impact more 
d r a m a t i c . A f t e r g e n e r a t i o n s of 
frustrated hopes, H E had finally 
come! 
The extraordinary statement which 
Jesus made is worth some careful 
scrutiny. In it we can observe some 
very important implications: 
The cross preceded Pentecost. 
The Rock was first s m i t t e n , . . . then 
the waters appeared. Had there been 
no crucifixion there could have been 
no outpouring of the Spirit. 
The full benefits of the baptism with the 
Holy Spirit can be ours only after we 
have gone to our own personal cross. 
There are many people who would 
like to skip the cross and move right 
under the blessing of the fullness of the 
Spirit. They crave the powerful effects 
of the Spirit, but they do not want 
their independence touched. But this 
was never meant to be. Instead, God 
wants every believer to perceive that 
when Jesus died, he died. When Christ 
went to the cross, He took the selfish 
human race with him. He then wants 
the Christian to endorse Jesus' death 
by dying himself. The only way to do 
this is by making an unconditional 
surrender to Christ . A surrender so 
complete that the best term to describe 
it is "death to self." Only by taking 
this crucial step can anyone really be 
properly prepared to receive the bap-
tism and filling of the Spirit. 
The work of the Spirit can go only as 
far as the work of the cross. 
If a Christian has a very superficial 
experience of surrender, he will also 
have a very superficial experience of 
Pentecos t ! This is why so many 
profess to be Spirit-baptized but have 
so few results. After all, Jesus said 
very plainly that the Holy Spirit would 
come to m a k e witnesses. If the 
believer is not a witness, and channels 
no power, it is a sure indication that 
his experience is shallow. 
Many years ago 1 began to under-
stand something about the necessity 
of the deep work of the cross as a 
r e q u i s i t e f o r m a x i m u m p o w e r . 
Outwardly I was a proper Christian. 
But, inwardly I knew things were not 
right. There was a testimony meeting 
under way, and I longed to stand ana 
confess my true inner condition. But I 
thought that such an admission would 
be a hindrance to some of those 
present whom I had influenced for 
God. So I said nothing. But after the 
meeting I went to a man who I 
believed was the most spir i tual ly 
minded person in the church, and I 
told him, " W h e n we were singing 
'Every day with Jesus is sweeter than 
the day before' tonight in the service, I 
knew that was not true of my life. I 'm 
not satisfied. And every day is certain-
ly not sweeter than the one before i t ." 
When I went home that night I com-
plained to God all the way. But the 
time came when I saw that I needed to 
deliberately embrace the cross, and I 
d i d . I s u r r e n d e r e d m y s e l f a n d 
everything that pertained to me. I 
submitted to the crucifixion of my ego. 
S p i r i t u a l l y , I c h o s e to d ie t o 
everything which could hinder the 
Holy Spirit . And I was prepared for 
His outpouring upon and in my life. 
M a n y peop le a r e p r a y i n g for 
Pentecost. But God says, " Y o u give 
me Ca lvary and I will give you 
Pentecost ." 
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The Old Order River Brethren 
A Window on our Past 
Laurie Harmon 
In many ways experience is the best 
teacher. It certainly was for me during 
my January Term independent study 
project at Messiah College. I lived 
among the Old Order River Brethren 
(hereafter referred to as O.O.R.B. ) for 
three weeks to gain a broad view of the 
Brethren's past, present, and future, 
and through the group to learn more 
of the history of the Brethren in 
Christ . 
The project, worked out with my 
advisor. Dr. E. Morr is Sider, involved 
various contacts with the O.O.R.B. I 
lived with the Myron Dietz family 
near York, Pennsylvania, attended 
O.O.R.B. meetings, and spoke with 
m e m b e r s of t h e g r o u p to l ea rn 
firsthand what their life and faith are 
all about . The Deitzes, as well as the 
group as a whole, were very kindly and 
f r iendly , and I apprec ia ted their 
willingness to talk and share their lives 
with me. 
The reason that this close associa-
tion with the O.O.R.B. would give me 
a good perspective on the history of 
the Brethren in Christ is that f rom 
about 1778 until the 1850's they con-
stituted one single group with our 
church, in what was then called the 
River Brethren. In the mid-nineteenth 
century, differences which seem to be 
due mainly to a matter of "progress 
vs. o r thodoxy" brought about a split 
in the River Brethren. The more 
progressive members later became 
known as the Brethren in Christ . The 
more conservative group took the 
name of Old Order River Brethren 
because they felt very strongly about 
maintaining the traditions and old 
order of the early River Brethren in 
many areas of their lives and worship. 
At the t ime of the split, most of the old 
order group were f rom York County, 
and t h u s t hey were n i c k n a m e d 
" Y o r k e r s . " 
In basic beliefs and doctrines, there 
still is much similarity between the 
O .O.R .B . and the Brethren in Christ . 
The difference appears to lie in the 
working out of those beliefs. Having 
been raised in a Brethren in Christ 
home and church, doctrines such as 
nonres i s t ance , bel iever 's bap t i sm, 
Right: The Myron Dietz family with whom the 
writer lived during the term of her study. 
separation and non-conformity to the 
world were not new to me, but the 
O.O.R.B. way of obedience to these 
and other New Testament teachings 
was something I had not previously 
witnessed firsthand. 
Separat ion from the world is a 
major doctrine of the O.O.R.B. Their 
plain dress is the first thing that out-
siders will notice. O.O.R.B. women 
wear cape dresses and white coverings 
that tie underneath the chin. Men wear 
plain suits and broadbrimmed black 
hats. No jewelry is worn and all 
accessories are black. As well as sym-
bolizing their separation from the 
world, modesty and plainness in dress 
are visible signs to them of their 
m e m b e r s h i p in a c o m m u n i t y of 
believers and outward symbols of an 
inner obedience to God. Although 
many non-O.O.R.B. members may 
view plain dress as a legalistic and 
c o n f i n i n g p r a c t i c e , m o s t g r o u p 
members consider it a "privilege to be 
plain." It frees them, they say, from 
the dictates of worldly fashion and 
reduces the complexities of life. 
O.O.R.B. households practice sim-
ple living. This does not mean that 
A sketch of couple dressed in the traditional 
garb of the River Brethren. The sketch was done 
by Stephen Scott, a convert to the Old Order 
River Brethren persuasion (see page seven for 
review of The Plain Churches of Lancaster 
County). 
they do not have any modern con-
veniences, but the members feel that 
what they do have should serve a 
to page six 
May 10, 1978 5 
definite practical purpose. Thus in 
O .O.R .B . homes, one can find electric 
mixers, blenders, radios, microwave 
ovens , and e l e c t r i c g a r a g e d o o r 
openers , but no televisions. T h e 
O .O.R .B . also own automobiles, with 
the exception of one small group 
which still drives horses and buggies. 
O .O.R.B. social life is centered 
mainly within the group. As with the 
early Brethren in Christ , most of them 
are related in some way and there is 
much visitation between friends and 
families. Members also get together 
for gatherings such as a monthly 
Youth Work Night, a, women's craft 
night, and periodic sessions for per-
sons interested in writing poems and 
stories for publication in The Golden 
Chain, a monthly newsletter that goes 
to each O.O.R.B. household in Penn-
sylvania and Iowa. 
They hold "mee t ing" every Sunday 
morning. They gather in homes rather 
than in churches, this being one of the 
traditions carried on from the early 
River Brethren. Meeting may be held 
in a basement , in two or three rooms 
in the main part of a home, in a 
communi ty center, in a fire hall, or in 
a b a r n ( w e a t h e r p e r m i t t i n g ) . 
Whenever the meeting is held, the 
room is set up so that men sit on one 
side and women on the other. 
The O.O.R.B. do not have Sunday 
Schools, so all ages are together 
throughout the entire meeting. They 
A Window to Our Past 
from page five 
feel that Christian education should be 
carried on in the home, thus family 
worship time is an important part of 
their family life. 
Meeting begins at 9:00 a.m. with 
what has been historically called "ex-
perience meeting." This is a t ime when 
people share their testimonies and 
speak of what the Lord has been doing 
in their lives. During this portion of 
the meeting, there is much singing in 
the charac te r i s t i c O . O . R . B . way: 
hymns are lined, which means that a 
person speaks aloud two or three lines 
of a hymn, the congregation sings 
those lines, two more lines are spoken 
and sung, and so on until the hymn is 
completed. This was a style of singing 
among the early River Brethren when 
hymnals were not used. Singing is all a 
capella and at a very slow tempo, with 
many slurs to connect long drawn out 
notes. 
At 10:30, experience meeting ends 
with prayer (a lways made while 
kneeling) and the preaching begins. 
Three preachers will speak on any 
given Sunday, each talking for ap-
proximately a half hour. Meeting 
closes with prayer at noon. 
After meeting, all the chairs are 
pushed aside, tables are moved in and 
food is set up for the noon meal. The 
pract ice of eat ing toge ther a f t e r 
meeting began when horse and buggy 
was the only mode of transportat ion 
and distances to meeting involved a 
large amount of traveling time. The 
O.O.R.B. continue to eat together 
after most Sunday meetings because 
they enjoy the fellowship and feel it is 
a good way to keep close and in touch 
with each other. The meal is kept 
simple and is prepared by the family 
that sponsors the week's meeting. 
Many aspects of the O.O.R.B. life 
and worship may sound familiar to 
older Brethren in Christ members. 
The practice of the Holy Kiss, Love 
Feasts (usually held in a barn and 
i n c l u d i n g c o m m u n i o n a n d f e e t 
washing), and such terms as "counting 
the cost ," "telling and being told," 
and "bearing your cross" have all been 
a part of our body at one time or 
another. It seems, however, that in our 
quest for progress we have laid aside 
many of these aspects of obedience. 
Some, perhaps, are unnecessary (the 
O.O.R.B. themselves do not claim to 
have the perfect way) but in my obser-
vations of the group, I began to ques-
tion why the Brethren in Christ gave 
up so many of the ways that were at 
one time so strongly felt to be direct 
New Testament teachings. 
Dur ing our ce lebra t ions of our 
200th year, I hope that we as Brethren 
in Christ can catch a clear sense of our 
heritage and instead of discarding our 
past build on it to retain that which is 
meaningfully unique in our Church. 
The writer, a member of the Upland Brethren 





There will be a service at the 
Ringgold Brethren in Christ Church in 
Ringgold, Maryland, on Sunday 
morning July 2. This historic church is 
not being used currently for regular 
worship, but is carefully maintained 
by the Restoration Committee, and is 
a l andmark of one of the older 
Brethren in Christ churches. The ser-
vice will be designed to portray how 
our early brethren worshipped. The 
program for this special event will be 
released at General Conference; and 
d i r e c t i o n s for t r a v e l l i n g to the 
Ringgold Church will also be provided 
at Genera l C o n f e r e n c e by an il-
lustrated map. 
Cast Selected for Pageant 
Select ion of cast m e m b e r s for 
Pilgrimage: A Pageant about the 
Brethren in Christ has been com-
pleted, and the group of ten men and 
women met for their first rehearsal on 
April 20. 
Director N o r m a n Bert, in consulta-
tion with Producer Wendell Zercher 
and other members of the Production 
Commit tee , has selected the following 
group as the Pageant cast: Grace 
Asper, Harr ie t Bert, Chris Book, Don 
Books , Darre l B rubake r , Wi lma 
Dourte, Dorothy Gish, Jay Musser, 
Lane Stern, and Joanne Zercher. 
The 10-member cast is divided into 
two groups—four non-Brethren actors 
and actresses and six Brethren actors 
and actresses. The non-Brethren group 
includes Aspe r , Bert, Book, and 
Brubaker, while the Brethren section 
is comprised of Books, Dourte, Gish, 
Musser, Stern, and Zercher. 
According to Director Bert, the cast 
members do not portray individual 
characters throughout the scope of the 
Pagean t but represent a sh i f t ing 
kaleidoscope of people current to the 
scenes being shown. 
A total of 17 people attended the 
try-out sessions, and apparently, prox-
imity to Gran tham was a strong in-
fluencing factor in the decision to try 
out. Of the cast, seven are associated 
with Messiah College or the Gran-
tham congregation. Of the remaining 
t h r e e , W i l m a D o u r t e is f r o m 
Manheim, Jay Musser is from Mt . 
J o y , a n d L a n e S t e r n is f r o m 
Shippensburg. 
T h o s e p l a n n i n g to a t t e n d the 
Pageant are reminded that they can 
reserve tickets by returning the card 
included in the General Conference 
Information brochure inserted in the 
February 25 issue of the Evangelical 
Visitor. 
Three performances of the Pageant 
are planned. The first is on Tuesday, 
July 4, at 7 p.m. in the Brubaker 
Aud i to r i um of Messiah College. 
Those attending Conference from a 
distance will be given perference for 
this performance. 
T h e o t h e r p e r f o r m a n c e s a r e 
scheduled for 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
July 6, and Friday, July 7. 
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10 Pre-Register Now! 
W i c h j t a MENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE 
1978 Tenth Assembly 
July 25-30,1978 
By pre-registering you wi l l : 
—Avoid delays, long lines, and disappointments at Wichita 
—Help Tenth Assembly planners anticipate attendance 
—Enable local committees to provide adequate facil it ies 
—Confirm your housing arrangements 
—Reserve your packet of registration materials (International 
Songbook, World Handbook, Program Book, etc.) 
Review 
The Plain Churches of Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, and Related 
Groups. B y S t e p h e n S c o t t . C o l u m b i a , 
P a . : T h e A u t h o r , 1 9 7 5 . S 2 . 0 0 . 
R e v i e w e d b y C a r l t o n W i t t l i n g e r , 
P r o f e s s o r o f H i s t o r y , M e s s i a h 
C o l l e g e . 
T h i s b r o a d s i d e m e a s u r i n g f o r t y - f i v e 
b y t w e n t y - n i n e i n c h e s is a u n i q u e 
p r e s e n t a t i o n o f a v a s t a m o u n t o f 
r e s e a r c h i n t o t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e " p l a i n 
p e o p l e " o f L a n c a s t e r C o u n t y . O n a 
l a r g e c o u n t y m a p , t h e a u t h o r p i n -
p o i n t s t h e l o c a t i o n s o f 2 4 3 c o n -
g r e g a t i o n s r e p r e s e n t i n g t h i r t y - s i x 
s o c i e t i e s f a l l i n g w i t h i n f o u r t r a -
d i t i o n s — M e n n o n i t e , A m i s h , 
B r e t h r e n , a n d R i v e r B r e t h r e n . H e a l s o 
i n c l u d e s a c h a r t a n d t i m e l i n e w h i c h 
p e r m i t q u i c k v i s u a l i z a t i o n o f t h e 
o r i g i n o f e a c h s o c i e t y . 
In a c o v e r i n g l e t t e r m a d e a v a i l a b l e 
t o t h e r e v i e w e r , M r . S c o t t o b s e r v e s 
t h a t " S u c h a d e n s e c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f 
p l a i n c h u r c h e s a n d t h e d i v e r s i t y 
a m o n g t h e m m a k e s L a n c a s t e r C o u n t y 
o n e o f t h e m o s t u n i q u e r e l i g i o u s c o m -
m u n i t i e s in t h e w o r l d . T h e t o t a l p i c -
t u r e o f t h e s e c h u r c h e s h a d n e v e r 
b e f o r e b e e n p o r t r a y e d . " H e is c o r r e c t , 
o f c o u r s e , o n b o t h p o i n t s , a n d h i s w o r k 
w i l l b e w e l c o m e d b y a l l p e r s o n s 
s e r i o u s l y i n t e r e s t e d in t h e r e l i g i o u s 
h i s t o r y o f L a n c a s t e r C o u n t y . 
C o p i e s o f t h e b r o a d s i d e m a y b e 
s e c u r e d f r o m M r . S t e p h e n S c o t t , R . 
D . I , B o x 3 6 2 , C o l u m b i a , P A 1 7 5 1 2 . 
Registration 
Dead l ine 
Extended 
T h e d e a d l i n e f o r p r e - r e g i s t r a t i o n f o r 
t h e T e n t h A s s e m b l y o f M e n n o n i t e 
W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e h a s b e e n e x t e n d e d 
t o M a y 2 5 . 
P e r s o n s p l a n n i n g t o a t t e n d a r e 
s t r o n g l y u r g e d t o p r e - r e g i s t e r . 
R e g i s t r a t i o n is r e q u i r e d f o r t h e f o u r 
d a i l y p r o g r a m s c h e d u l e s W e d n e s d a y 
t h r o u g h S a t u r d a y . I t is n o t r e q u i r e d 
f o r t h e e v e n i n g s e s s i o n s w h i c h b e g i n 
T u e s d a y , J u l y 25 n o r f o r t h e S u n d a y 
a f t e r n o o n s e s s i o n , J u l y 3 0 . 
D a i l y r e g i s t r a t i o n is a v a i l a b l e o n 
a r r i v a l a t W i c h i t a . H o w e v e r , it is n o t 
r e c o m m e n d e d f o r a n y o n e p l a n n i n g t o 
a t t e n d m o r e t h a n o n e o f t h e f o u r d a y s , 
Hundreds of persons are involved in plan-
ning for the comfort and convenience of 
thousands of participants. Your coopera-
t ion wi l l be deeply appreciated. To en-
courage pre-registration, the deadline is 
extended to May 25. 
C o p i e s of the M e n n o n i t e Y o u r W a y 
Trave l D i rec to ry a re still avai lable . Th i s 
d i r ec to ry , publ ished first in 1976, con t inues 
cu r ren t t h r o u g h s u m m e r 1978. T h e direc-
to ry c o n t a i n s n a m e s of 1700 famil ies 
t h r o u g h o u t N o r t h A m e r i c a in teres ted in 
hos t ing vis i tors t rave l ing into their c o m -
muni t ies . T h i s d i r ec to ry is a m u s t for 
pe r sons t rave l ing to M e n n o n i t e W o r l d 
C o n f e r e n c e this s u m m e r . 
Conce ived out of e c o n o m i c necessi ty by 
Leon and N a n c y S tau t f e r , the D i r ec to ry 
has provided n u m e r o u s oppor tun i t i e s for 
fe l lowship a m o n g h u n d r e d s of M e n n o n i t e s 
and o the r C h r i s t i a n pe r sons in C a n a d a a n d 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . " T h e b e n e f i t s in 
provid ing ' c o m m u n i t y ' a m o n g the M e n n o s 
o f N o r t h A m e r i c a c a n n e v e r b e 
m e a s u r e d , " noted Leon S t au l f e r . " I t is not 
unusua l to receive le t ters f r o m persons 
tell ing us of last ing re la t ionships f o r m e d 
while ' M e n n o n i t i n g O u r W a y ' . " StaulTer 
said. " A M e t h o d i s t min is te r s topped by to 
look m e up ju s t to tell me of t he de l igh t fu l 
exper iences he and his wife en joyed using 
the D i r ec to ry whi le t ravel ing t h r o u g h o u t 
the sou the rn S t a t e s . " N a n c y pulled a let ter 
f r o m the shelf , " T h e s e fo lks asked us to 
send a copy of the Mennonite Your Way 
Directory to f r i ends in G e r m a n y w h o 
W e d n e s d a y t h r o u g h S a t u r d a y . 
P r e - r e g i s t r a t i o n wil l g r e a t l y r e d u c e 
t i m e in r e g i s t r a t i o n l i ne s a t W i c h i t a . 
P r e - r e g i s t r a t i o n wi l l a s s i s t p l a n n e r s in 
a n t i c i p a t i n g a t t e n d a n c e . P r e -
r e g i s t r a t i o n wil l a s s u r e p a r t i c i p a n t s o f 
h o u s i n g a n d a d e q u a t e p r i n t e d r e g i s t r a -
t i o n m a t e r i a l s . 
R e g i s t r a t i o n f o r m s a r e a v a i l a b l e in 
al l c o n g r e g a t i o n s o r f r o m t h e T e n t h 
A s s e m b l y R e g i s t r a r , 5 2 8 E . M a d i s o n 
S t . , L o m b a r d , I L 6 0 1 4 8 . 
Registration forms are available in your 
congregat ion or write to: 
Tenth Assembly Registrar 
Mennonite World Conference 
528 East Madison St. 
Lombard, IL 60148 
would like to use it when they c o m e to 
K a n s a s to a t t e n d M e n n o n i t e W o r l d 
C o n f e r e n c e th is s u m m e r . " " T h a n k s for 
mai l ing ou r G e r m a n f r i ends a c o p y , " her 
let ter sa id . " I could give t h e m my copy , 
but I need my copy because I so o f ten lend 
it to f r i e n d s . " 
H o s t fami l ies c o m m i t t e d themse lves to 
placing their n a m e s in the D i r ec to ry 
t h r o u g h 1978. 1978 is the yea r of M e n -
noni te W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e . Th i s D i r ec to ry 
can be used by the m a n y people t rave l l ing 
to K a n s a s , a g o o d way to p r o m o t e 
f e l l o w s h i p b e f o r e a n d a f t e r W o r l d 
C o n f e r e n c e . W h a t began as a smal l idea, a 
m u s t a r d seed if you will, has now g r o w n to 
have m a n y benef i t s and m a n y f ru i t s . 
Will t he re be a new issue publ i shed , a 
second ed i t ion? " T h r e e yea r s ago in t he 
midd le of p r e p a r i n g the de ta i l s of t he 
D i r e c t o r y , N a n c y a n d I sa id ' n e v e r 
a g a i n ' , " Leon said, " b u t n o w , " N a n c y 
con t inued , " i t d e p e n d s on the f u r t h e r 
feedback and reac t ion we get f r o m our 
b ro the r s and sisters; we have even had 
reques t s f r o m folks overseas ask ing how 
they might be i n c l u d e d , " " W e ' l l see !" 
In addi t ion to the listing of m o r e than 
1700 host famil ies in C a n a d a and the 
Un i t ed S t a t e s , the Mennonite Your Way 
Travel Directory inc ludes a fo ldou t cen te r -
spread m a p not ing m o r e than 50 " I m p o r -
t an t P laces to Vis i t , " " T r a v e l T i p s " of 
in teres t ing th ings to d o while t rave l ing; 
m o r e t h a n 2 0 b l a c k a n d w h i t e 
p h o t o s — m o s t l y o f M e n n o n i t e a n d 
Bre th ren - in -Chr i s t people and p l a c e s — a r e 
sca t te red t h r o u g h o u t the bookle t . 
T o o rde r you r Mennonite Your Way 
Travel Directory, wr i te to: Box 1525, 
S a l u n g a , P A 17538. Single copy pr ice is 
$2.00; 12 o r m o r e copies a r e $1.20 each 
( P A res idents include 6% sales tax) . C o s t 
includes sh ipp ing and hand l ing to one 
address . 
Mennonite Your Way Directory Available 
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Evangelism V.S. Style 
Lydia Penner 
Mennoni te Central Commit tee is 
known as a "service agency" because 
its activities tend toward providing 
services rather than toward evan-
gelism. Yet every volunteer has ex-
pressed a commitment to Jesus Christ 
and has a minimal ability to articulate 
his beliefs, although he may not be 
engaged in organized evangelism and 
may indeed spend more time meeting 
physical and emotional needs than 
organiz ing preach ing or teaching 
efforts. 
In talking to M C C volunteers in 
Canada and church people in our 
constituency, I find two distinct views 
emerging about the approach M C C 
volunteers should take in meeting 
human needs. 
One view is that M C C volunteers 
should be engaged primarily in soul-
winning, because there is no point in 
improving the human condition if the 
soul is eternally lost. 
Another group holds that Christ ians 
should " d o good" to people simply 
because they are impor t an t and 
valuable as human beings whom God 
loves and for whom He died, and they 
should not be treated as if they are 
souls without human bodies. 
There are some volunteers who 
regard their work in recreation or 
clubs for young people as a way of 
getting children and Christian staff 
together. The staff then talk about 
Jesus Christ and His gospel at every 
opportuni ty. 
Another volunteer couple, on the 
other hand, ran into conflict because 
the church sponsoring the program he 
directed felt he was not aggressive 
enough in soul-winning. His view was 
that building healing relationships and 
showing love to neglected and lonely 
people was a valid Christian goal. 
There are those volunteers who feel 
making relationships with people only 
to convert them, without caring about 
their physical, mental and emotional 
The writer is secretary for Information Ser-
vices Mennonite Central Committee (Canada). 
She is a member of the Evangelical Free 
Church. 
needs apart from their spiritual needs, 
is insulting and demeaning to them. 
Others argue, however, that show-
ing how to have a right relationship 
with God is the best help you can give, 
for that is the begging of all change 
and hope for a better future. 
The two views appear to be mutual-
ly exclusive but in practice they are 
not; the difference is in the emphasis of 
the one or the other aspect. Both are 
elements in every volunteer's view of 
living according to the gospel. All 
volunteers are interested in seeing 
people reconciled to God, and all are 
interested in seeing people enjoy hap-
py, healthy, fulfilling and balanced 
lives. 
In most M C C ass ignments in 
Canada , volunteers must take their 
own opportunities for verbal witness. 
Some volunteers in the isolated 
communities of Labrador and New-
foundland, for instance, start Sunday 
schools, or youth groups, or home 
Bible study cells, where these do not 
exist. Volunteers in these isolated 
communi t i e s have at t imes par-
ticipated in revivals and evangelistic 
c r u s a d e s , and were the v i l lage 
" p r e a c h e r s " at a t ime when the 
teacher was often asked to be preacher 
as well. 
Volunteers in cities become involved 
in community Daily Vacation Bible 
School outreachers, or singing in inner 
city missions, or clubs, or visitations in 
hospitals. 
Some volunteers do not become 
involved in organized programs of 
church or community at all, and serve 
Christ primarily by working quietly 
and whole-heartedly in the service 
work to which they are assigned. 
To an extent the type of assignment 
also determines how much verbal 
sharing of beliefs the volunteer does. 
F o r i n s t a n c e , t h e s e c r e t a r y - r e -
ceptionist for the family services per-
sonnel at the Warden Woods Church 
and Communi ty Centre in Toronto 
has limited opportunities for verbal 
witness on the job. She may have to be 
satisfied with a witness of answering 
the phone as if she cared about the 
person calling. Her opportunities for 
sharing her faith will be greater in her 
evening involvements outside the for-
mal VS assignment. 
On the other hand, sharing one's 
faith is part of the daily routine at the 
children's home at Montreal Lake, 
Sask . , where Brethren in Chr is t 
Missions looks after about 60 Indian 
children in a large residence. A bed-
time Bible story and prayer, worship 
and Bible teaching are scheduled. 
In some assignments not becoming 
part of an organized evangelism effort 
is a form of witness. In Native com-
munities of northern Manitoba, for 
instance, evangelists have been there 
before the volunteers. Churches are 
established. In these cases, quietly 
living a Christian life means being 
available to listen to people's hurts 
and sharing one's faith when asked to. 
A few volunteers do work in proj-
ects specifically designed for 
evangelism. 
A House of Peace 
O n e such project is House of 
Shalom in Abbotsford, B.C., where 
M C C volunteers Ron and Hi lda 
Janzen of Clearbrook are serving. As 
co-ordinators of the coffeehouse and 
drop-in center, they plan programs, 
build relationships with the kids who 
d r o p in to the c e n t e r , t r a i n the 
volunteer staff, and raise funds for rent 
and expenses. 
" ' S h a l o m ' is translated from the 
Hebrew to mean 'peace be with you ' , " 
they say. " I n a nutshell . . . this is our 
goal. The only way of having true 
peace is through Jesus Chris t ." 
The center is open Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday nights. Sometimes a 
music group—usually playing contem-
p o r a r y m u s i c — i s b r o u g h t in ; 
sometimes there are Christian films; 
sometimes ping-pong and table games 
are set up. The staff—students from 
the local Bible colleges—try to open 
conversations with the teenagers and 
become friends. 
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House of Shalom is a renovated 
garage, with room for about 40 people 
when packed. The staff discourage 
Chris t ians f rom hanging out at the 
center unless they want to get involved 
with the kids who aren' t Christians, to 
leave more room for non-Christians. 
The staff fur thermore inform the 
patrons very quickly, after a few con-
tacts, where they stand in their Chris-
tian commitment . Then it is up to the 
patron to decide whether or not he 
wants to come to the center. 
"Some t imes they don' t come for a 
while af ter that , but they always come 
back ," Hilda, a lively person, says 
with a smile. "They say it 's fr iendly." 
House of Shalom is the only place 
like it for teenagers in Abbotsford. It 
was started three or four years ago by 
an interested group of Christians. It 
moved several times, f rom a small 
room behind a shop, to a down town 
location (they were asked to close 
because businesses didn't like having 
the kids hanging around the area), and 
finally to the present location on South 
Fraser Way. Ron and Hilda will tell 
you how many people have accepted 
Christ since their work began, if you 
ask, but they are not concerned about 
a low number of conversions. " W e see 
ourselves as sowing the seed," they 
told me. 
Their relationships extend outside 
the center as well. If they see someone 
downtown they know from the center, 
they offer him a ride. Or they invite 
kids to their home for meals. 
Although it is an approach for 
evangelism, House of Shalom is a 
social service as well. A parole officer 
told Ron and Hilda that the crime rate 
among juveniles in the community had 
decreased since House of Shalom 
opened. It may be coincidental, but 
Ron and Hilda feel there is a correla-
tion. If the kids are listening to a 
Christian rock group or watching a 
film or playing games, they are less 
likely to go looking for illegal excite-
ment, like breaking windows and 
slashing tires. 
What God is Doing 
Among His Disciples 
"What God is Doing Through Me These Days" 
David Nagashima 
Tokyo, Japan 
(dictated to John Graybill) 
I would first like to read Philippians 1:6, "The one who started a good 
work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Chris t ." This is what I 
firmly believe. Jesus lives in me. When I accepted Him as my personal 
Saviour, He gave me the Holy Spirit, and since that time, Jesus was born in 
me. Since I have the Holy Spirit in my heart, I can feel God ' s love, since 
Jesus is full of God ' s love. 
God has used his chisel on me. By chisel, I mean an instrument used to 
carve the wood. It is the tool always used by the carpenter. As you know, the 
Holy Spirit uses this chisel to form Jesus Christ in this small vessel of David 
Nagashima. 
I accepted Jesus into my heart in 1964 but frankly speaking, I was a kind 
of hypocrite as I kept some rooms in my heart for myself, trying to keep the 
Holy Spirit out of some of these chambers. One day the Holy Spirit said to 
me,"Let me see your book shelf. Don' t you have some things there that are 
not pleasing to me?" It was the chisel, and I thank God for this. I took out 
those dirty books which kept the Holy Spirit from working deeply in my 
heart. And I have the pride which is also a dark chamber. So the heavenly 
Chisel keeps working on me, each moment . Whenever I open my heart to my 
dear Heavenly Father, He speaks to me through the Holy Spirit. I thank God 
that He has been consistently using His heavenly Chisel to make the 
beautiful, beautiful image of God in this tiny David Nagashima. 
This is what God is doing in me, and I just thank the Lord again for the 
verse in Philippians 1:6. Once that Jesus accepted me into His school of Jesus 
Christ, He became responsible to make a full-fledged Christian, one in whose 
life Jesus Christ is beautifully shining. This is what I think the Lord Jesus is 
doing in me these days. 
May the Lord bless you in America real good. I can well picturize the 
many beautiful, beautiful faces of the brothers and sisters in Christ in Canada 
and the United States, and may the Lord bless you and be with each one of 
you now and always. Amen. 
Lay pastor DA VID NAGASHIMA is bedfast with cancer. Before being confined to 
his home, he was a school teacher as well as church leader. The picture above was 
taken earlier this year when Brother Nagashima brought the message to the new 
church group in Kodaira (Tokyo). As a teaching aid. his message is outlined on the 
sheet of paper. (Missionary John Graybill uses the same technique.) 
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Exploding Myths 
About MCC's Finances 
William Snyder 
Executive Secretary 
In m i d - M a r c h the M e n n o n i t e Cen -
tral C o m m i t t e e Execut ive C o m m i t t e e 
looked at the financial p ic ture at the 
end of the first q u a r t e r and decided 
t h a t s ta f f s h o u l d i n t e r p r e t m o r e 
vigorously the need for sus ta ined 
financial suppo r t f r o m the const i t -
uency. 
A p p r o x i m a t e l y 89 per cent of the 
M C C budget is re la ted to overseas 
p r o g r a m , inc luding wor ld hunger and 
disas ters such as the cyclone des t ruc-
tion in the A n d r a P radesh province of 
India . T h e o ther 11 p e r c e n t represents 
p r o g r a m s in N o r t h A m e r i c a . 
P r o g r a m s in bo th places t a k e years to 
ca r ry ou t , and s teady giving is needed 
to suppor t t h e m . M C C staff do not 
feel good a b o u t the possibil i ty of 
beginning a m a j o r deve lopmen t proj-
ect if they m u s t pull ou t jus t as local 
persons begin feeling hopefu l , because 
funds a re not avai lable . 
M C C ' s a p p r o a c h to fund raising 
f r o m the beginning has been tha t of 
present ing the fac ts to ou r cons t i tuen ts 
and then a l lowing the Spi r i t to direct 
t h e r e s p o n s e wh ich is lef t t o in-
dividuals and congrega t ions . T h r e e 
m y t h s m a y be con t r ibu t ing to the 
dec rease in giving. 
Myth No. I. MCC has "lots of 
money." M C C ac tua l ly ope ra t e s on a 
" p a y as you g o " basis; it has no 
g u a r a n t e e d i n c o m e sources. Each yea r 
the to ta l a m o u n t for p r o g r a m expen-
d i tu res for t ha t year mus t be ra ised . 
T h e undes igna ted cash ba lances 
ava i lab le at the end of M a r c h will 
m e e t t h e p r o g r a m n e e d s f o r 
s o m e w h e r e between 40 and 45 days . In 
1975 at the s a m e t ime of year , cash 
ba lances were sufficient for 105 days . 
T h e regu la r m o n t h - t o - m o n t h con-
t r ibu t ions f r o m the cons t i tuency a re 
vital , and unless they pick up decided-
ly by the end of J u n e when the ex-
ecut ive c o m m i t t e e meets , p r o g r a m 
reduc t ions will need to be cons idered 
all a long the line. 
Myth No. 2. The needs abroad are 
not as great as they were a few years 
ago. Ac tua l ly , despi te s o m e growth in 
the ave rage per cap i t a income in such 
na t ions as Bangladesh , Brazil , Ind ia , 
C h a d and Indones ia , inf la t ion is on the 
rise and the income g a p between the 
rich and the poor is widening. N a t u r a l 
d isas ter and political turmoi l have 
c rea ted t housands of homeless people 
in I n d i a , L e b a n o n a n d s o u t h e r n 
Af r i c a . Drough t in the Sahel and 
Sou theas t As ia m e a n s t housands m o r e 
have no th ing to eat . M C C worker s 
feel deep e m p a t h y with these hur t s and 
a re f rus t r a t ed when limited financial 
resources cur ta i l their response. 
T h e M C C a p p r o a c h a r o u n d the 
w o r l d is t o he lp p e o p l e b e c o m e 
produc t ive and to increasingly express 
concern for just ice. T h e very political 
f ounda t ions of count r ies a re shaken 
when hunger and poverty a re r a m p a n t . 
Myth No. 3. MCC helps leftist or 
rightist governments. S o m e people 
have been re luctant to give generously 
to M C C because they fear we may be 
helping rightist or leftist government s . 
Actua l ly , M C C does not help any 
gove rnmen t . W e a t t e m p t to help peo-
ple who are in need irrespective of 
to page eleven 
But expressing your compassion 
through financial support of MCC 
helps to change lives. 
The opportunities to minister 
to the poor, sick, hungry and downtrodden people 
of our world are great. 
MCC needs your contributions now 
to continue a strong effective program. 
Together we can help many in the name of Christ. 
He who despises a hungry man does wrong, 
but he who is generous to the poor is happy. 
Proverbs 14:21 NEB 
M e n n o n i t e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e 
historical ly has been the channel for 
Brethren in Chr i s t response—finan-
cial and pe r sona l—to the physical , 
social, and emot iona l needs of per-
sons beyond the reach of our local or 
inst i tut ional ministr ies . 
Bre thren in Chr is t suppor t for 
M C C ' s b u d g e t c o m e s f r o m t w o 
sources: ( I ) funds wri t ten into and 
par t of the Board for Miss ion ' s 
budget and (2) monies sent by con-
grega t ions and by individuals for 
M C C minis t r ies . These funds f r o m 
congrega t ions and individuals may 
be sent ei ther to the Board for 
Miss ions , identified for M C C , or 
directly to one of the M C C offices. 
T h e total a m o u n t repor ted as 
going to M C C minis t r ies f r o m C a n a -
dian and Un i t ed S ta t e s Brethren in 
Chr is t sources in 1977 totaled $102,-
407. Of this a m o u n t $29,540 was 
included in the Board for Miss ion ' s 
budget ; $50,977 represented Hunge r 
Fund cont r ibu t ions ; and $21,890 was 
sent by congrega t ions ei ther to M C C 
directly or through the Board of 
Miss ions , identified for M C C . 
A s the ar t ic le by Wil l iam Snyde r 
indicates, Jesus ' s t a t emen t cont inues 
to be very true: T h e poor and needy 
are with us still. M C C remains an 
official channel of our response. If we 
r e s p o n d r e a l i s t i c a l l y a n d c o m -
passionately our response will need 
lo be beyond tha t included in the 
Board for Miss ion ' s budget . Th is 
response is an t ic ipa ted and, indeed, 
e n c o u r a g e d by t h e B o a r d f o r 
Miss ions . 
Send your gifts to Mennonite Central 
Committee through your conference 
office to: 
21 South 12th Street, Akron, PA 
17501 
1014 G. Street, Reedley, CA 93654 
50 Kent Avenue, Kitchener, Ont. N2G 
3R1 
2206 Speers Avenue, Saskatoon, 
Sask. S7L 5X7 
Your sympathy for the poor 
is not enough... 
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Brethren in Christ nurses and officers of the Harrisburg Chapter of the Brethren in Christ 
Nurses Association. Officers are: Fern Steckbeek, president; Faye Shelly, vice-president; and 
Esther Palmer, secretary-treasurer. 
Church News 
Paul Hill, left. Superintendent Life Line 
Mission and pastor Life Line Chapel, San 
Francisco, is Assistant Chairman. Mennonite 
Disaster Service, California state committee. 
On right, Raymond Hess, Souderton, Pa.; 
Brethren in Christ representative to MDS 
transnational section. 
Part of the Whole CONFERENCES 
W e c lasped t he h a n d s of t he pe r sons on 
each s ide of us to help f o r m the circle. It 
w a s a l a rge c i rc le of over th i r ty s ingles , 
each expe r i enc ing t o a g r e a t e r o r lesser 
d e g r e e t h e a lonenes s of the u n m a r r i e d , 
w idowed a n d d ivorced . W e , at C e d a r 
G r o v e , h a d e n j o y e d a n I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
E v e n i n g t o g e t h e r , w i t h f o o d s f r o m 
d i f f e ren t coun t r i e s : p o t a t o e knish f r o m 
Israel , s a m o s a s f r o m Ind ia , p o r r i d g e a n d 
idobi f r o m A f r i c a t o m e n t i o n only a few. 
W e had seen s l ides f r o m G e r m a n y , P u e r t o 
R ico , Viet N a m , I s rae l a n d Ha i t i . A n d we 
h a d e n j o y e d t o u c h i n g and being t ouched by 
t h e lives of t hose n e a r us. N o w we were 
From the editor 
from page 2 
Between the Tuesday and Thursday 
evening presentations of the historical 
pageant will be a great Mission Rally 
planned for Wednesday night. The 
General Conference will be not only a 
t ime of reflection, it will be a t ime of 
vision. 
Do not deprive yourself and your 
family of this experience of fellowship 
and inspiration-. Not many of us will 
be around for the 300th Anniversary. 
I recent ly read in one of the 
magazines which comes to my desk 
the s tatement that the editors of that 
paper never make a mistake. If what 
appears to be an error is discovered, it 
was intentional. They try to provide 
s o m e t h i n g in t h e m a g a z i n e f o r 
everyone and since there are those who 
look for mistakes they try to accom-
modate them and include some in the 
paper. 
If perchance the Visitor has those 
who look for mistakes we do not try to 
r e tu rn ing h o m e a lone : and yet not a lone , 
for we a r e a pa r t of a g rea t c o m p a n y . W e 
could not g o h o m e as we had c o m e , for we 
had been r e m i n d e d of o u r b r o t h e r s and 
s is ters in o the r coun t r i e s , as well as t hose 
s i t t ing next to us this evening, w h o like us, 
were exper ienc ing a loneness . A n d it was 
with t h a n k f u l n e s s tha t we. ou r comple t ed 
circle, p r ayed for t h e m , as we real ized 
anew the s t reng th of being par t of the 
whole , t h o u g h each is a single, being a lone . 
Donna L. Zook 
Cedar Grove Congregation 
Mifflintown, PA 
a c c o m m o d a t e them, but a las we 
sometimes do. A case in point is the 
E d i t o r i a l of A p r i l 25. T h e " 1 2 
percent" in the last paragraph should 
have read "14 percent." Now don' t 
tell me you did not notice it. That 
would hurt even more. 
Myths 
from page ten 
their governments, provided we are 
assured that the assistance will get to 
the people who need it instead of being 
siphoned off for other purposes. 
When M C C came into being 58 
years ago, our ministry to the hungry 
in south Russia was in an area that 
was in political transition, but it was 
possible for M C C representatives to 
verify the use of relief supplies. That 
p r inc ip l e st i l l app l i e s as we do 
everything possible to assure that peo-
ple know that we come "in the name 
of Chr is t " and that our ministry is 
directed toward helping people rather 
than governments. 
Allegheny 
T h e Hollowell congregation hos ted a 
Y o u t h Ral ly for the O m e g a n s f r o m the 
P a r a m o u n t c o n g r e g a t i o n on S a t u r d a y 
evening, Apr i l 1. T h e Fa i t h and H o p e 
S inge r s presented special music ; Bruce 
B u r k h o l d e r gave a devo t iona l ; and a pizza 
pa r ly was held fo l lowing the service. T h e 
pa s to r s are: H o l l o w e l l — R e v . K e n n e t h 
Engle and P a r a m o u n t — R e v . J a m e s E rns t . 
" T h e Living M i r a c l e s " gave a mus ica l 
p r o g r a m to t he Montgomery congregation 
on S u n d a y e v e n i n g , M a r c h 12. T h e 
C h r i s t ' s C r u s a d e r s sponso red t he f i lm, 
" S o u n d of the T r u m p e t " on S u n d a y 
evening, M a r c h 26. Rev. H . Melvin Boose 
is the pas to r . 
Atlantic 
O n S u n d a y , F e b r u a r y 19, 1978, A p -
prec ia t ion Day was held at the F a r r i s 
M i n e s Bre th ren in C h r i s t C h u r c h for Bro. 
W . W . Turman. 
Bro. T u r m a n , was born D e c e m b e r 12, 
1897, in C a r r o l l C o u n t y . H e m a k e s his 
h o m e in the F a r r i s M i n e s C o m m u n i t y wi th 
to page fourteen 




What possible eternal spiritual values can result f rom a 
group of young people trekking through the woods, 
climbing mountains, or paddling down a river in a canoe? 
In a day when these kinds of programs are increasing in 
number and are being introduced into the camping 
programs of our brotherhood, the question is timely and 
deserves an answer. 
What is Trip Camping? 
Trip camping is a high adventure in which the campers 
live fully in the natural environment and travel under their 
own power for several days. The actual activities may be 
backpacking, canoeing, kayaking, mountain climbing, or 
in winter, cross-country skiing or snowshoeing. A trip may 
combine several of these activities. Campers carry with 
them all provisions for the trip and must meet, with their 
own resources, whatever chal lenges the wilderness 
presents. Campers constantly deal with the very basic 
realities of life: food, shelter, safety, relationships with 
others and with God. Depending on the specific objectives 
of the program, a trip may be a very relaxed excursion or 
may be designed to provide a high degree of stress and 
challenge to the campers. In this article, we are talking 
about trip camping under Christian leadership and for 
purposes of Christian evangelism and nurture. 
An Effective Learning Setting 
In classroom education it is relatively easy for a student 
to put on a front and pretend to be other than what he is. 
In trip camping it is well nigh impossible. The mask a 
person wears begins to crumble under the wide variety of 
experiences and the extended time spent with others. It is 
hard to put up a front when one is tired, hungry or afraid. 
In trip camping, sooner or later the person stands revealed 
for what he really is and this provides the opportunity for 
constructive change. Furthermore, the drastic change in 
the life-style of the trip from what the camper is normally 
used to, forces him to examine aspects of his life to which 
he has grown complacent or accustomed. 
In a classroom setting, the student is confronted with 
truth intellectually. In trip camping he is confronted with 
truth practically, that is, in terms of what he is experi-
encing at the moment . The learning grows out of the vari-
DNCAHEU JtefcmoB f w u X 
BACK COUNTRY AREA 
USE THE AREA SACK ^^^Hrseback or bicycle. r •̂prohibited IN ORDER L ?®S»ARACTERISIIC5. 
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ous happenings and behaviors on the trip and hence is 
meaningful to the participants. The leader uses these 
situations as " teachable moments" in which the camper 
may come to accept God ' s will for his life at that particular 
point. 
In a classroom, a student may make a decision to apply 
a certain insight to his life "when he gets home," but often 
this learning gets lost in the transfer. In trip camping, 
the camper immediately begins to implement what he is 
learning even before he leaves the educational setting. His 
success in applying the new learning can be evaluated and 
his responses refined. Thus, when he does go back home, 
he has already practiced what he has learned and hence is 
much more likely to continue doing it. 
Finally, tr ip camping is an excellent means of helping 
persons to integrate faith with life and to enable them to 
develop a holistic faith which encompasses every area of 
their lives. There is no divorce between the "sacred" and 
the " secu la r" for everything on the trip is brought under 
the lordship of C h r i s t . ' 
A Relevant Ministry to Youth 
While trip camping may be used for a wide range of 
ages, it is primarily a youth ministry, and it is on that 
ministry that we focus here. I would touch on a few areas 
of contemporary youth-needs to demonstra te how trip 
camping is an effective and powerful means of ministering 
to these needs. 
Adventure. Youth have a real need for adventure, not 
just fun. They may have " f u n " playing ball, but adventure 
involves challenge, the unknown, risk and daring. Youth 
will find adventure and often they will find it in tne wrong 
places—drugs, sex, crime. We must recognize this need 
and find ways to provide valid, satisfying adventures. So 
much of what youth hear from adults is "Don ' t do that; it 's 
dangerous!" Might they not be pleasantly surprised to 
discover adults, yes, spiritual adults, urging them on in one 
of the greatest adventures of their lives? 
Responsibility. Learning to take responsibility seriously 
is another crucial need of youth. In many ways, modern 
society preserves youth from experiencing the conse-
quences of their decisions (no-fail schools) and provides 
for much of their life, thus seriously undermining their 
sense of responsibility. In trip camping, youth have the 
opportunity to take responsibility for their own lives and 
the life of the group. Except whe're safety is involved, the 
leader allows them to experience fully the consequences of 
their own decisions whether success or failure. 
Simplicity. In an age of affluence, youth need to have an 
experience in the basic elements of life. Trip camping is 
utter simplicity and life is reduced to its basic elements of 
food, shelter and survival. Youth can be led to learn, by 
first-hand experience, that luxury and affluence are not 
only unnecessary but may even be detrimental to the life of 
discipleship. 
Participation. We have become a nation of spectators in 
which the many are entertained by the few. This affects our 
churches and our youth who tend to become "watchers" 
rather than "doers . " The result is no real satisfaction of 
having achieved anything of their own, and there is only a 
hollow satisfaction when " o u r " team wins. Trip camping 
is total involvement. The achievements are earned, well 
deserved, and satisfying. Youth can learn the real satisfac-
tion of moving from the bench to the playing field of 
Christian life. 
These brief remarks should give some idea of the 
potential values in trip camping for Christian education in 
the church. This is an excellent and powerful developmen-
tal tool for youth and adults. Let's use it! 
The writer is presently pastor of the Nappanee Brethren in Christ 
congregation and active in the camping program of the Central 





L E A D E R S of t r ip p r o g r a m s m u s t be m a t u r e 
pe r sons with expe r i ence and p ro fe s s iona l t r a i n i n g in 
the t ype of t r ip they a re c o n d u c t i n g . T h e y need to be 
ab le to re la te Bible t r u t h t o life in u n s t r u c t u r e d 
s i tua t ions . T h e t r a in ing of l eade r sh ip is essent ia l for 
s a f e and effect ive t r ip c a m p s . 
R e c o g n i z i n g this need, the G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e 
Boa rd of C h r i s t i a n E d u c a t i o n is s p o n s o r i n g a two-
week W i l d e r n e s s C a m p i n g In s t i t u t e in t h e A d i r o n -
d a c k s in N e w Y o r k , J u l y 7-21. 
U n d e r the d i rec t ion of E u g e n e W i n g e r t , this 
t r a in ing p r o g r a m will p rov ide , t h r o u g h the ex-
per ience of an ac tua l t r ip , i n s t ruc t ion in the skills 
needed to o rgan i ze and lead C h r i s t i a n t r i p - c a m p 
p r o g r a m s in b a c k p a c k i n g and canoe ing . 
T h e I n s t i t u t e is open to any in te res ted pe r son 18 
y e a r s of age and o lder . T h e cos t is $180. F o r f u r t h e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n and app l i ca t i on f o r m s write: 
W i l d e r n e s s C a m p i n g In s t i t u t e 
c / o E u g e n e W i n g e r t 
306 N . H a r t m a n 
N a p p a n e e , I N 4 6 5 5 0 
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his wife , M a e . H e has 3 sons a n d 2 
d a u g h t e r s . 
H e w a s an ac t ive m e m b e r of t he F a r r i s 
M i n e s B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t C h u r c h fo r 26 
y ea r s b e f o r e t he m e r g e r with t he Bethel 
c o n g r e g a t i o n . H e has served the peop le of 
bo th c o n g r e g a t i o n s by his love for J e sus 
C h r i s t , his love for people , and his love for 
the c h u r c h of which he is a p a r t . 
T e s t i m o n y of hea r t f e l t app rec i a t i on was 
given by m e m b e r s of t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n . 
Bro . T u r m a n g a v e t e s t i m o n y of his va r ious 
expe r i ences a n d his an t i c ipa t ion of heaven . 
Dr . J a m e s D e B o e serves the Bethel a n d 
F a r r i s M i n e s c h u r c h e s as p a s t o r . 
T h e Y o u n g F lo r id i ans , a g r o u p of high 
s c h o o l s i n g e r s , p r e s e n t e d a m u s i c a l 
p r o g r a m to t he Holden Park congregation 
on S u n d a y evening , Apr i l 2. T h e p a s t o r is 
Rev . L a r r y S te f fee . 
It t o o k t he Perkiomen Valley congrega-
tion a p p r o x i m a t e l y 69 h o u r s t o read t he 
Bible t h r o u g h in a m a r a t h o n . R e a d i n g for 
h a l f - h o u r in te rva ls , m e m b e r s read a loud 
f r o m the pulp i t f r o m W e d n e s d a y evening 
of H o l y W e e k t h r o u g h S a t u r d a y evening. 
Rev . Ke i th U l e r y is t he p a s t o r . 
The Shenks congregation r e p o r t s t he 
e lect ion of Avery Kanode as d e a c o n . T h e 
ins ta l l a t ion m e s s a g e was del ivered by Rev. 
I s a a c K a n o d e , b r o t h e r of t he deacon -e l ec t . 
T h e p a s t o r is R e v . F r e d e r i c k Ge ib . 
Canadian 
Serv ices a r e schedu led t o begin on 
W e d n e s d a y , J u n e 14, by t he Meadowvale 
Bible Studies, u n d e r t he l eade r sh ip of Rev . 
G e r a l d Tyr re l l . A po t luck d i n n e r w a s held 
recent ly by this g r o u p with 25 pe r sons in 
a t t e n d a n c e . 
A R e c o g n i t i o n Se rv i ce w a s obse rved in 
the chape l of N i a g a r a C h r i s t i a n C o l l e g e on 
S u n d a y m o r n i n g , Apr i l 16, fo r the newly 
f o u n d e d R i v e r s i d e C h a p e l . B i shop R o y 
S ide r p r e a c h e d in th is service a n d ins ta l led 
Rev . G o r d G o o d e r h a m as the p a s t o r . 32 
c h a r t e r m e m b e r s were received in to the 
m e m b e r s h i p d u r i n g t he se rv ice—18 by 
le t te r of t r a n s f e r , 14 by p ro fes s ion of fa i th . 
T h e S tayner congregation observed thei r 
100th A n n i v e r s a r y by ho ld ing special ser-
vices on S u n d a y , M a r c h 12. T h e p a s t o r is 
Rev . H a r v e y S t i ck ley . 
Central 
T h e Morr ison Church j o i n e d t oge the r as 
a c o n g r e g a t i o n to pa in t their s a n c t u a r y 
recent ly . Rev . D o r a n c e C a l h o u n is the 
p a s t o r . 
T h e Phoneton congregation su rpassed 
thei r goa l of $1000 for a new sound sys tem. 
T h e pa s to r is Rev . David Buckwal t e r . 
T h e Rolling Acres congregation had 41 
p e r s o n s with per fec t S u n d a y school a t t en -
d a n c e fo r the m o n t h of F e b r u a r y . F o u r 
were a lso received into m e m b e r s h i p . T h e 
p a s t o r is Rev . R o d g e r M c C a n n . 
Midwest 
T h e Abilene congregation hos ted the 
B o a r d of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d r e l a t e d 
b o a r d mee t ings the week of M a r c h 6-11. A 
special h ighl ight of the week was an 
evening rally c o m m e m o r a t i n g the 100th 
A n n i v e r s a r y of the f o u n d i n g of the K a n s a s 
churches . Rev . H e n r y Land i s is the pa s to r 
at Ab i l ene . 
Bishop S ide r w a s the gues t speake r for 
the Wichita congregation on S u n d a y , 
M a r c h 12, a n d vis i tors included R a y 
M u s s e r and A a r o n S t e rn . T h e p a s t o r is 
Rev . C h a r l e s N o r m a n . 
Pacif ic 
T h e Open Bible Community congrega-
tion h a s s t a r t ed a coup les ' c lass on S u n d a y 
evenings. T h e ladies of t he c o n g r e g a t i o n 
recent ly visited a convalescent h o m e t o 
help res iden t s ce l eb ra t e the i r b i r t hdays . 
T h e pa s to r is Rev . Kevin L o n g e n e c k e r . 
T h e Sandia congregation held a bap-
t i smal service for six persons recent ly . A 
desser t buf fe t a n d slides of the cong rega -
t i o n f o l l o w e d t h e s e r v i c e . R e v . M . 
W o o d r o w P e a b o d y is the pas tor . 
/ 
S u n d a y evening, J a n u a r y 1 w a s t he 
occas ion of the ce leb ra t ion of t he 50th 
wedd ing ann ive r sa ry fo r N o r m a n and 
E u n i c e W i n g e r t . T h e ce lebra t ion inc luded 
a p r e s e n t a t i o n by the U p l a n d Bre th ren in 
C h r i s t chance l cho i r a n d o rches t r a of a 
work wr i t ten in h o n o r of the Winge r t s . T h e 
evening was hos ted by t he W i n g e r t ' s 
chi ldren , N o r m a n J r . and Lois Tidgwel l . A 
fe l lowship h o u r fo l lowed in the Fe l lowsh ip 
Ha l l of the U p l a n d C h u r c h . 
Births 
C a r b a u g h : D a n n y R a y , b o r n in 
F e b r u a r y , to M r . and M r s . H e n r y C a r -
b a u g h , M o n t g o m e r y congrega t ion , P a . 
Ginder: B rad ley R y a n , bo rn M a r c h 28, 
to W i l b u r a n d Lois G i n d e r , M a n h e i m 
congrega t ion , P a . 
Musser: C a r r i e J o y , born M a r c h 2, to 
M r . and M r s . K e n n e t h M u s s e r , M t . P lea-
sant cong rega t i on , P a . 
Myers: J e n n i f e r Sue , b o r n in F e b r u a r y , 
t o M r . a n d M r s . D a r y l M y e r s , 
M o n t g o m e r y cong rega t i on , Pa . 
Royer: E l i zabe th , bo rn M a r c h 13, t o 
S a m u e l and M a r y A n n R o y e r , S h e n k s 
cong rega t i on , P a . 
Seibert: Te r r i l yn J e a n , b o r n F e b r u a r y 
11, to E d w a r d a n d B a r b a r a S e i b e r t , 
S h e n k s c o n g r e g a t i o n . P a . 
W e i s e l : J o s h u a D o u g l a s a n d S c o t t 
Al len , b o r n F e b r u a r y 1, to Doug la s and 
Pa t r i c i a Weise l , U n i o n t o w n c o n g r e g a t i o n , 
O h i o . 
Obituaries 
Correction: In the not ice (Apr i l 10) of t he 
dea th of Minnie B. Winger it was s t a t ed in 
e r ro r tha t her h u s b a n d had " p r e c e d e d her 
in d e a t h . " W e regre t very m u c h m a k i n g 
this e r r o r a n d a r e p leased t o inc lude this 
co r r ec t ion . 
Brubaker: M r s . E m m a A . B r u b a k e r , 
bo rn F e b r u a r y 13, 1887, in Los t S p r i n g s , 
K s „ died M a r c h 17, 1978, in t he Li fe C a r e 
Fac i l i ty , Denve r , C o . S h e was t he d a u g h t e r 
of J a c o b and M a r y E. Book . S h e was 
m a r r i e d to J o h n H a r v e y B r u b a k e r w h o 
preceded her in d e a t h in 1950. S h e is 
survived by a son, V e r n o n C . B r u b a k e r ; 
t h r e e s i s t e r s : V i o l a E s h e l m a n , G r a c e 
B r u b a k e r , a n d R u t h Wi t t e r ; and m a n y 
nieces a n d nephews . S h e w a s a m e m b e r of 
t he Bre th ren in C h r i s t C h u r c h in K a n s a s . 
T h e fune ra l service w a s c o n d u c t e d in t he 
M o o r e H o w a r d F i res ide C h a p e l by Rev . 
Wi l l i am C o o p e r . I n t e r m e n t was in t he 
C r o w n Hill C e m e t e r y , Denver . 
Forry: Da ry l K. F o r r y , M a n h e i m , P a . , 
died Apr i l 2, 1978, in the S t . J o s e p h 
H o s p i t a l , a t t he age of 20. H e w a s the son 
of B. M u s s e r a n d A n n a E s p e n s h a d e F o r r y , 
w h o s u r v i v e . A l s o s u r v i v i n g a r e t w o 
b ro the r s : Denn i s L., and G a r y K. ; g r a n d -
fa thers , Wes ley N . E s p e n s h a d e and Ben-
j a m i n H . F o r r y ; a n d a fos t e r g r a n d m o t h e r , 
A n n a H . F i s h b u r n . H e w a s a m e m b e r of 
t h e M t . P l e a s a n t B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t 
C h u r c h whe re t he f u n e r a l service w a s con-
duc ted by Rev . G e o r g e Bundy a n d Rev . 
D a l e Engle . I n t e r m e n t w a s in t he a d j o i n i n g 
ceme te ry . 
Musser: M r s . A n n a M u s s e r , b o r n A p r i l 
5, 1899, died M a r c h 26, 1978. S h e w a s t he 
d a u g h t e r of J o h n and A d d i e P e t e r m a n 
H a m m a k e r . S h e w a s m a r r i e d t o Rev . 
H a r v e y B. M u s s e r w h o survives. S h e is 
also survived by t h r e e sons: B e n j a m i n R . , 
Rev . R o y J . , a n d C h e s t e r ; t h r e e d a u g h t e r s : 
M r s . E l i z a b e t h C r i d e r , M r s . A t l e e 
H e r s h b e r g e r , and M r s . Vio la W i n g e r t ; 26 
g randch i ld ren : 7 g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; and 
a sister . S h e was a m e m b e r of the A i r Hil l 
Bre th ren in C h r i s t C h u r c h w h e r e t he 
fune ra l service was c o n d u c t e d by Rev. 
R o g e r N . W i t t e r a n d B i s h o p H e n r y 
G i n d e r . I n t e r m e n t w a s in t he A i r Hil l 
C e m e t e r y . 
14 Evangelical Visitor 
to Wilbur and Lois Ginder, Manheim 
congregation, Pa. 
Musser: Carrie Joy, born March 2, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Musser, Mt. Plea-
sant congregation, Pa. 
Myers: Jennifer Sue. born in February, 
to M r . and M r s . Da ry l M y e r s , 
Montgomery congregation, Pa. 
Royer: Elizabeth, born March 13, to 
Samuel and Mary Ann Royer, Shenks 
congregation, Pa. 
Seibert: Terrilyn Jean, born February 
11, to Edward and Barbara Seibert, 
Shenks congregation, Pa. 
Weisel: Joshua Douglas and Scott 
Allen, born February 1, to Douglas and 
Patricia Weisel, Uniontown congregation, 
Ohio. 
Obituaries 
Correction: In the notice (April 10) of the 
death of Minnie B. Winger it was stated in 
error that her husband had "preceded her 
in death." We regret very much making 
this error and are pleased to include this 
correction. 
Brubaker: Mrs. Emma A. Brubaker, 
born February 13, 1887, in Lost Springs, 
Ks., died March 17, 1978, in the Life Care 
Facility, Denver, Co. She was the daughter 
of Jacob and Mary E. Book. She was 
married to John Harvey Brubaker who 
preceded her in death in 1950. She is 
survived by a son, Vernon C. Brubaker; 
three sisters: Viola Eshelman, Grace 
Brubaker, and Ruth Witter; and many 
nieces and nephews. She was a member of 
the Brethren in Christ Church in Kansas. 
The funeral service was conducted in the 
Moore Howard Fireside Chapel by Rev. 
William Cooper. Interment was in the 
Crown Hill Cemetery, Denver. 
Forry: Daryl K. Forry, Manheim, Pa., 
died April 2, 1978, in the St. Joseph 
Hospital, at the age of 20. He was the son 
of B. Musser and Anna Espenshade Forry, 
who survive. Also surviving are two 
brothers: Dennis L., and Gary K.; grand-
fathers. Wesley N. Espenshade and Ben-
jamin H. Forry; and a foster grandmother, 
Anna H. Fishburn. He was a member of 
the Mt. Pleasant Brethren in Christ 
Church where the funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. George Bundy and Rev. 
Dale Engle. Interment was in the adjoining 
cemetery. 
Musser: Mrs. Anna Musser, born April 
5, 1899, died March 26, 1978. She was the 
daughter of John and Addie Peterman 
Hammaker. She was married to Rev. 
Harvey B. Musser who survives. She is 
also survived by three sons: Benjamin R., 
Rev. Roy J., and Chester; three daughters: 
Mrs. Elizabeth Crider, Mrs. Atlee 
Hershberger, and Mrs. Viola Wingert; 26 
grandchildren: 7 great-grandchildren; and 
a sister. She was a member of the Air Hill 
Brethren in Christ Church where the 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. 
Roger N. Witter and Bishop Henry 
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Close Encounter of the God-kind 
Leighton Ford 
The movie, "Close Encounters of the Third Kind," is the 
latest box-office smash. "Close Encounters" is the fic-
tionalized account of a U F O — a n unidentified flying 
object—which communicates with human beings by a 
series of musical tones. 
The advertising for the movie explains there are three 
kins of encounters with so-called U F O ' s . The first kind 
involves simply seeing one of these mysterious objects. The 
second kind of encounter means feeling the effect of it. But 
a close encounter of the "Thi rd Kind" is a personal first-
hand experience with a U F O . 
Have you ever thought that Christianity involves a close 
encounter of the God-kind? 
Christ ianity involves a personal, close encounter with 
the true and living God. 
In John chapter 17, verse 3 Jesus describes his mission in 
the world as being that of bringing to people eternal life 
and he explains: "This is life eternal, that they might know 
thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom thou has 
sent ." 
This is life? 
Can you say that you have really discovered the secret of 
life? 
Some people say: "This is life," with a shrug. 
Others say: "Th is is life?" with a question mark. 
For many, life is a frustrating search that never ends. 
For some, life is an " I - I T " relationship. It 's summed up 
in acquiring things. But they forget about the rich man in 
Jesus ' parable who acquired for himself lands, barns, 
crops, money and securities. God spoke to him and said, 
" Y o u fool—a man ' s life does not consist in the abundance 
of things which he possesses." People who live in an " I -
I T " relationship end up as hollow men. They shrink 
themselves to the scale of the things they worship. 
For others, life is an " I - I " relationship. The worship of 
self—the belief that we create ourselves by the act of 
choosing. But the problem with " I - I " living is that it leads 
to isolation and loneliness. Dr. Paul Vitz, Associate 
Professor of Psychology at New York University says the 
worship of self makes it impossible to have long-term 
relationships which involve love and sacrifice. 
We can move beyond life as an " I - I T " or " I - I " 
existence. We can see life as an " I - Y O U " relationship. 
This is a step in the right direction—in a biblical direction. 
Thoughtful people realize that life must consist of more 
than acquiring things or worshipping self. We must move 
beyond ourselves and learn to love others. 
This " I - Y O U " relationship is an improvement, but still 
not the final answer. Worship things, you shrink yourself. 
Worship self, you isolate yourself. Worship others, you 
doom yourself to disappointment—for no human being is 
big enough to be worshipped. No matter whom we love, 
they will eventually fail, get sick and die. 
Are you looking" for a dimension of living beyond what 
you have encountered? Then listen to what Jesus has to say 
about a close encounter of the "God-Kind . " 
Life, says Jesus, can be a fulfilling discovery—in a close 
encounter with God: "This is life eternal—to know thee, 
the only true God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent." 
Notice that Jesus says, "This is life eternal"—present 
tense! Eternal life isn't merely something that happens 
after we die. It 's a new quality, a new dimension of life that 
can begin now. 
Life eternal, says Jesus, is a matter of an " I - T H O U " 
relationship with the only true God. 
Knowing God involves a close encounter. It means more 
than believing in far off power. It means more than 
knowing about God. It involves a personal relationship 
with God. It 's a close encounter that t ransforms life. 
How can we know God like that , you ask. We human 
beings are so small and God is so big. We are so rebellious 
and God is so good. How can rebels like us know a great 
and good God? 
It would be unthinkable—unless God takes the first 
step! Tha t ' s what Jesus meant when he said: "This is life 
eternal, to know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent." At a specific point in space, time 
and history. Almighty God visited the human race. The 
baby born at Bethiehe'm was God—the invisible God made 
visible in human terms—God revealing himself in a close 
encounter. 
God became man to lead us away f rom death into 
eternal life. He came not only to warn us about the danger 
of separation from God, but actually to take our separa-
tion upon him. In perfect obedience he carried out the 
Father 's will. On the cross he took our death and guilt that 
in exchange he might give to us the eternal life of God 
himself. 
But Jesus Christ is more than ancient history. Life 
begins when you discover the dimension of a present, 
personal relationship with him as Savior and Lord. 
Perhaps all of your life you have been looking. Perhaps 
all of your life you have been asking: "This is life?" You 
want to say: "This is life!" 
God planned that today you should hear this word and 
come to realize that a close encounter of the God-kind can 
happen for you and make life worth the living for t ime and 
all eternity! 
